Course description

Name of the course: Cognitive Development
Instructor: Zoltan Jakab Dr. habil.

Aims:

To provide a comprehensive (although brief) overvire of the main topics in developmental psychology, and
to look at some specific issued deeper (perceptual and conceptual development; the development of social
understanding).

Learning outcomes and competences:
Participants of the course...

Knowledge:

e will learn about the current conceptual framework of cognitive development, namely core
cognition, and later stages of cognitive development.

Skills:

e will formulate relevant questions, ideas for research; reason about the topic, and summarize their
ideas in written form.

Attitude:

e will, hopefully, gain or deepen their interest in the discussed areas.
Autonomy and responsibility:

e will (be encouraged to) actively participate in the course, contribute their questions, reflections, and
summarize their own thoughts in a term paper.

The content of the course:

Topics:

(1) Perceptual development, Overview

(2) Piaget’s view of cognitive development, and Vygotsky’s critique

(3) The development of attention, memory, and problem solving

(4) Language acquisition

(5) Mentalization: early development of the self and social understanding

(6) Foundational questions of conceptual development: concept learning; non-referring concepts
(7) More on perceptual development, I: Sight restoration after early blindness
(8) More on perceptual development I1: The development of colour vision
(9) Core cognition and numerical cognition

(10) The development of introspection and privileged access

System of evaluation:

Term paper on a topic related to the course material.

Relevant literature:
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Further required reading is part of every course syllabus.



